
Series: Better Together 
Sermon: Facing the Struggle 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-9 You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not 
without results. 2 We had previously suffered and been treated outrageously in 
Philippi, as you know, but with the help of our God we dared to tell you his gospel in the face of 
strong opposition. 3 For the appeal we make does not spring from error or impure motives, nor 
are we trying to trick you. 4 On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted 
with the gospel. We are not trying to please people but God, who tests our hearts. 5 You know we 
never used flattery, nor did we put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. 6 We were 
not looking for praise from people, not from you or anyone else, even though as apostles of 
Christ we could have asserted our authority. 7 Instead, we were like young children[a] among 
you. Just as a nursing mother cares for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we loved 
you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as 
well. 9 Surely you remember, brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and 
day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you.  
 
Acts 16:16-24 16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female 
slave who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for 
her owners by fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are 
servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 18 She kept this up for 
many days. Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the 
name of Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her. 19 
When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas 
and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. 20 They brought them before the 
magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar 21 by 
advocating customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or practice.”22 The crowd joined in the 
attack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten with 
rods. 23 After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was 
commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he received these orders, he put them in the inner 
cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
 
Start Talking. Find a conversation starter for your 
group. 

1. Briefly share about your favorite vacation, your favorite Christmas gift, or your favorite 
birthday gift. 

 
2. Why was it so easy to share about the story from question one above? (ex: it’s personal, 

it’s my story, it has great meaning) 

 



 
Start Thinking. Ask a question to get your group 
thinking. 

1. When did you first hear and begin to understand the story of Christ? 
 

2. When you came to accept Christ, who shared the gospel with you? How did they share it 
with you? 

 
 
 
Start Sharing. Ask a question to create openness.  

1. Read Acts 16:16-24. Discuss what happened to Paul when he shared the gospel with the 
Philippians.  

 
2. Have you ever shared the gospel with somebody? If yes, how did it go? Would you do it 

differently if you could redo it?  
 

3. If you’ve missed an opportunity to share the gospel, what prevents you from doing so? 
(remember Pastor Kevin’s four struggles: it’s personal, uncomfortable, hard work, and it 
can bring rejection) 

 
Start Praying. Be bold and pray with power.  
Father, thank you for the truth lived out in Paul’s life, even when it was difficult. May you help 
us as followers who love you live out that same passion and desire to share your love with 
others. This week provide us with an opportunity to share our lives and your gospel with 
someone. Give us the courage to be bold even when we fear rejection. Strengthen our faith so 
that we may serve you. In Jesus’ name, amen.  
 
Start Doing. Commit to a step and live it out this 
week.  

1. What does it look like to share the gospel with someone? What should you share?  
a. Play this video for the Romans Road  https://youtu.be/K9wSOwMYAhA  
b. I Am Second uses testimonies to share the gospel https://www.iamsecond.com/  

 
2. This week, ask God to provide you an opportunity to share the gospel and your life with 

someone. A great way to share your life is to invite others to be in your group so we can 
be BETTER TOGETHER! 

https://youtu.be/K9wSOwMYAhA
https://www.iamsecond.com/

